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-f can pretend to but my voice which rf 1 " 2 

ever employed, as far L™’S‘ 1 have 
CW mi? ’ in the fervice of mank!ndd° Uld 
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rpr r foi r m y countrymen the Samians: 
the kh^ er °h ty 0f j-i liS P etition highly pleafed 

admi ln g ’ n W ’°; e \ dlly « ranted his tequelt, and 
dmiring him for his wifdom and virtue treat- 
ed him with the greatelt kindnefs. JEfop, how- 

nIw,’of° n Sfter f etUrned t0 Samos ' ™th tlle 
news of peace, where he was welcomed by all 

pofiible teftimonies of joy and gratitude ; and 

the tamtam even erected a fiatue to his honour. 

Jbfcp afterwards returned to Crafts, for 

who'e lake he compofed many of the fables 

that have in his name been handed down to 

poderity. 
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cofterity. He ftaid at his court a confider- 
able time, and at length being defirous of 
feeing Babylon,. Crafus gave him letters of re- 
commendation to Labynetus king of the Baby- 
lonians . \ n 

jEfop ’ s curiofitv induced him to take Greece 

in his way, for the fake of converfing with the 
feven wife men, whofe reputation was at that 
time fpread over the earth. Thefe he found 
at Corinth , with feveral of their difciples, 
where Beriander treated them all at a villa near 
the city. JEfop was on this occasion highly 
pleafed with their converfation, for the en- 
tertainment was philofophical and agreeable, 
and among other difcourfes, they gave their 
opinions upon what was the moil: excellent 
form of government, when EEfop pleaded for 
a limited monarchy, and the red for a com- 
monwealth. 

On JEfoph arriving at Babylon , he was re- 
ceived in a very favourable manner by king 
Labynetus . It was cudomary in thofe days, 
for princes to propofe trials of ikill in the re- 
folving of difficult queftions, when he who 
gave the mod fatisfa&ory anfwers, obtained 
the prize, Thefe con teds gave JEfop frequent 

oppor- 


